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Inflammatory myopathies: evaluation and management.
Greenberg SA.

Department of Neurology, Brigham and Women's Hospital, Department of Neurology, Division of Neuromuscular Disease, 
Brigham and Women'sHospital, and Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA 02115, USA. sagreenberg@partners.org

The inflammatory myopathies, including dermatomyositis, inclusion body myositis, and polymyositis, are poorly understood 
autoimmune diseases affecting skeletal muscle. Dermatomyositis is a disease mainly of skin and muscle, but may affect 
lung and other tissues. Proximal or generalized weakness or skin rash are the typical presenting features. Inclusion body 
myositis has a specific clinical pattern of weakness that generally distinguishes it from other inflammatory myopathies, with 
prominent involvement of wrist and finger flexors, and quadriceps. Polymyositis generally presents with proximal or 
generalized weakness. Typical dermatomyositis muscle pathology is quite distinct, with perivascular inflammatory cells that 
include plasmacytoid dendritic cells, and abnormal capillaries and perimysial perifascicular myofibers. Both inclusion body 
myositis and polymyositis usually have infiltration into muscle of large numbers of inflammatory cells, typically surrounding 
and displacing, and sometimes invading, myofibers. Inclusion body myositis is refractory to corticosteroids and to several 
immunomodulating therapies that have been used. Dermatomyositis and polymyositis are treated with corticosteroids and a 
variety of agents. Osteoporosis and opportunistic infections pose a significant risk during treatment of patients. This review 
discusses the clinical manifestations, pathology, and treatment approaches for the inflammatory myopathies.

PMID: 18351525 [PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE]

PubMed
U.S. National Library of Medicine  
National Institutes of Health 

Publication Types, MeSH Terms, Substances, Grant Support

LinkOut - more resources

You are here: NCBI > Literature > PubMed Write to the Help Desk

Page 1 of 1Inflammatory myopathies: evaluation and management. [Semin Neurol. 2008] - PubMed ...

3/31/2010http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18351525?ordinalpos=1&itool=EntrezSystem2.PEnt...


