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Intravenous immunoglobulin (1VIg) is used to treat a number of immune-deficiencies and autoimmune diseases. It has been
shown that 1VIg contains anti-idiotypic antibodies, which explains its immunomodulatory action. In murine models, recent
investigations have demonstrated that 1VIg can prevent and reduce the affliction by systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE),
antiphospholipid syndrome (APS) and scleroderma. Relevant disease-specific fractions of IVIg were able to reproduce
and even enhance the therapedutic effect in a murine model.IVIg treatment before tumor resection in rodents inoculated
with melanoma and sarcoma cells dramatically improved the cure rate (50%) in comparison to the control group (0%). In
patients affected by SLE, several clinical manifestations responded to IVIg treatment including serositis, hematological
manifestations, treatment-resistant nephritis and central nervous system involvement. Similarly, in women with recurrent
fetal loss due to APS, 1VIg was able to diminish the abortion rate. Vasculitides such as Churg-Strauss' and Wegener's and
skin fibrosis in patients affected by scleroderma improved after 1VIg treatment. In agreement with in vitro investigations,
prolonged survival has been noted in cancer patients treated with IVIg. We suggest that in the presence of a steroid and
immunosuppressive-resistant autoimmune disease, 1VIg is a rational and safe choice.
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